




Knights in TightsTypical of the Middle Ages was the rivalry between men wearing long skirts, called surcoats, and those who preferred 
short skirts, or pourpoints. Surcoat wearers didn’t like their legs getting cold or having a tight waistline to hold that 
short skirt up. Despite these objections, the pourpoint became the daily choice for fashionable medieval men. Guys 
particularly favored hose, including hauts-de-chausses, which went over the thighs, and bas-de-chausses, which were 
very tight fitting stockings.  It was very trendy to have each leg a different color. Poulaines, which were shoes with 
long toes, were all the rage. The longer the toe, the better! 
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